














Development, especially concerning environmental projects with major spin-off
effects and strong social and economic consequences for citizens and for the region.

III — The Life and Organisation of the “Europe Gare Solidaire”
Network

A willingness to share

The representatives of the transport companies, signatories to the Charter, declare
their intention to share their action programmes in order to contribute to raising
corporate awareness of extreme social exclusion at European level.

All of these actions are in keeping with the perspective of sustainable development
that places the preservation of social ties on an equal footing with environmental
issues.

A willingness to communicate

Reports or publications related to exchanges have been drawn to the attention of
managers of the different transport companies, signatories to the present Charter.

A copy of these publications is systematically given to the Head of the Station
Management and High Speed Group at the UIC (International Union of Railways).

Coordination proceedings

The directorship of the “Europe Gare Solidaire™ Network is entrusted to two co-
directors, belonging to transport service companies from two different countries. This
rotating directorship can be renewed every two years.

The co-directors represent the Network in all public initiatives and in relations with
institutions and all stakeholders.

For day-to-day business, the co-directors in charge provide the Network with
personnel responsible for secretarial duties and activity coordination.

The co-directors are assisted by a Management Committee composed of a
representative from each signatory company and in charge of deciding on major
strategic guidelines, approving the annual operational plan, the mandate report and in
appointing representatives to the management of the network and appointing the co-
directors.

Twice yearly, a European network conference is organised to exchange information
on the social and societal missions undertaken.

The Network’s rules of procedure, annexed to the present Charter, define in detail the
tasks, role and obligations of the signatories.

Expansion to new representatives

In accordance with the spirit of the Lisbon Treaty, the signatory companies commit to
expanding the Network to other European railway companies or members of the 47
Member States that make up the Council of Europe, and to facilitating their integration
into the Network’s organisation, projects and activities.

Support agreements for the Charter
With the dual role of public carriers and service companies, European railway
networks find themselves in direct contact with the social reality of the places where
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they develop their activity. Aware that this issue is beyond their unique responsibility,
they wish to associate institutional and associative players with their struggle against
social exclusion.

That is why official support from representatives of local institutions and local or
European-based associations for the initiatives developed by the members of the
“Gares Européennes et Solidarité” Charter seems relevant in order to increase the
effectiveness and the visibility of actions to combat extreme social exclusion.

The initiatives of the “Europe Gare Solidaire” Network in fact need to be carried out
on a daily basis with vagrant persons.

Each company, member of the “Europe Gare Solidaire” Network can formalise
support agreements with the partners they deem necessary to associate in order to
facilitate operational support for the implementation of societal mechanisms.



List of signatory companies to the Charter
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